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SUBJECO COUNTERFEIT U.S. CURRENCY IN HUNGARY 
REF BUDAPEST 0212, 7 FAM 253 

1 . LOCAL BUDAPEST ENGLISH/GERMAN LANGUAGE DAILY NEWSPAPER 
REPORTED JANUARY 22 (REFTEL) THAT TWO BELGIANS WERE ARRESTED IN 
BUDAPEST IN POSSESSION OF COUNTERFEIT U.S. CURRENCY. THEY WERE: 

LEON HEUTS, AGE 47, AN ART DEALER, AND JACQUES SEPULCHRE, 40, 

A HOUSE PAINTER. PRESS REPORT STATED SERIAL NUMBERS OF FOUND 
BANKNOTES WERE ON AN INTERPOL-PUBLISHED LOOKOUT LIST. 

2. HUNGARIAN TELEVISION CARRIED A BRIEF REPORT OF THE SAME INFOR- 
MATION EVENING JANUARY 21, BUT WITH SUBSIDIARY COMMENT THAT THE 
TWO BELGIANS MAY HAVE BEEN CONNECTED WITH A YUGOSLAV CITIZEN 
ARRESTED SOME TIME AGO IN HUNGARY FOR POSSESSION OF COUNTERFEIT 
U.S. CURRENCY. EMBASSY BELIEVES REFERENCE MIGHT BE TO EITHER 
THE STIPE VRDLJAK OR NIKOLA NUJOVIC CASES, ABOUT WHICH USSS 
PARIS IS ALREADY INFORMED. 

3. EMBASSY CONSULAR SECTION CHIEF CALLED ON BELGIAN CONSUL BUDAPEST 
AFTERNOON JANUARY 22 TO DISCUSS CASE. BELGIAN ADVISED THAT THE 
TWO HAD BEEN ARRESTED NOVEMBER 18 IN BUDAPEST, AFTER HAVING 

COME TO HUNGARY AROUND NOVEMBER 1 1 ON AN APPARENT VACATION 
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TRIP. ACCORDING TO HUNGARIAN DIPLOMATIC NOTE OF DECEMBER 2 
INFORMING BELGIANS OF ARRESTS, ONE MAN HAD 9 COUNTERFEIT $100 
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BILLS AND 19 COUNTERFEIT $50 BILLS IN HIS POSSESSION OR IN HOTEL 
ROOM; THE OTHER HAD 122 COUNTERFEIT $50 BILLS. THE NOTE STATED 
THAT BANKNOTE SERIAL NUMBERS WERE ON AN INTERPOL-PUBLISHED LIST. 
BUT DID NOT RECITE THE NUMBERS. BELGIAN CONSUL HAS VISITED 
THE TWO SEPARATELY IN PRISON, BUT WAS NOT PERMITTED TO DISCUSS 
CHARGES WITH THEM. HE SAID HE HAD IMPRESSION THAT ALL OR MOST OF 
THE COUNTERFEITS BELONGED TO ONLY ONE OF THE TWO, AND THAT THE 
OTHER WAS A RELATIVELY INNOCENT VICTIM OF CIRCUMSTANCES HAVING 
JOINED THE FIRST MAN AS A MORE-OR-LESS CASUAL TRAVELING 
COMPANION. 

4. BELGIAN CONSUL UNDERSTANDS TRIAL WOULD BE ABOUT THE END OF 
JANUARY. CHARGES WILL LIKELY INVOLVE IMPORTATION, POSSESSION, 

AND PUTTING INTO CIRCULATION OF COUNTERFEIT CURRENCY. 

5. BELGIAN STATED THAT AT TIME OF ARREST OF THESE TWO 
INDIVIDUALS, BELGIAN NEWSPAPERS REPORTED A MAJOR ROUND OF 
COUNTERFEITING ARRESTS IN BELGIUM WHICH, HE OPINED, 

MIGHT HAVE SOME CONNECTION. BELGIAN INFORMED THAT SEPULCHRE 
WAS BORN IN LIEGE JUNE 14, 1936, AND HAS RESIDENCE AT AMBOURG 
(NEAR LIEGE); HEUTS WAS BORN PARIS JANUARY 8, 1927, AND HAS 
RESIDENCE AT LIEGE. 

6. OF SOME INTEREST MAY BE FACT THAT IN MID-NOVEMBER, AT ABOUT 

THE TIME OF ARREST, BELGIAN CONSUL RECEIVED A WELFARE/WHEREABOUTS 
INQUIRY FROM BELGIUM ABOUT ONE OR BOTH INDICATING THAT 
RELATIVES WERE WORRIED ABOUT LACK OF CONTACT AND THAT THEY 
"MAY HAVE BEEN ARRESTED IN HUNGARY." THE INQUIRY DID NOT 
INDICATE THE POSSIBLE GROUNDS FOR SUCH AN ARREST. 

7. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REFERENCE FAM, EMBASSY WILL REQUEST 
HUNGARIAN MFA TO FURNISH US COPIES, PHOTOCOPIES, OR DESCRIPTIONS 
OF AT LEAST SOME OF THE BANKNOTES IN QUESTION. FYI: IF 
HUNGARIANS FOLLOW THEIR PAST PRACTICE IN SUCH CASES, IT IS UNLIKELY 
THEY WILL FURNISH SUCH INFORMATION UNTIL JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS ARE 
CONCLUDED, PERHAPS SEVERAL MONTHS FROM NOW. 
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